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H I S T O R Y O F C A N A D A 

France practically acknowledged their insolvency and made a surrender 
of all their rights and privileges to the King. They had not carried out 
their engagements; in fact they differed little from the less distinguished 
companies that had preceded them in making the interests of trade 
paramount. They had bound themselves, as we have seen, to plant in 
Canada not less than four thousand settlers in fifteen years, yet a census 
taken in 1666, thirty-five years after they had begun operations, showed 
that the whole population of the country fell short of three thousand 
five hundred. 

The King accepted the surrender made by the Company, and 
following the example of Richelieu, who thought that a larger company 
might achieve success where a smaller one had failed, proceeded to 
establish a still larger one under the name of the West India Company. 

~ Colbert, the great Minister of Marine and 
Colonies and the incarnation of what has 
been called the mercantile system, was 
the inspirer of the idea; yet, as the prestige 
of Richelieu had not saved the Company of 
New France from shipwreck, neither did 
that of Colbert and his royal master com­
bined save the Company of the West 
Indies. 

The first governor of New France who 
has made a name for himself in history is 
Louis de Buade, Count Frontenac, who 
arrived in Canada in the year 1672; but a 
few years earlier a man on the whole of 
greater note had been sent to Canada as 
Intendant, an office involving financial 
and judicial authority exercised in nominal 
subordination to the Governor as the 
King's personal representative, but with a 

large measure of practical independence. This was Jean Talon. He 
appears to have been the first to perceive the industrial and commercial 
possibilities of the country, as he certainly was the first to take any 
effectual steps for their development. Mines, fisheries, agriculture, the 
lumber trade and one or more lines of manufacture all received his 
attention. He returned to France very shortly after the arrival of 
Frontenac, but he had given an impulse to the economic life of the country 
which had more or less lasting effects. 

Frontenac, who was a veteran soldier, established good relations 
with the Iroquois, who had been the most dangerous enemies of the 
colony, and exercised a vigorous control generally, but his relations with 
the Intendant, Jacques Duchesneau, who succeeded Talon after an 
interval of three years, were most inharmonious, and with Bishop 
Laval not too friendly. So much trouble did the disputes which thus 
arose cause to the Home Government that he and the Intendant were 
both recalled in 1682. Two not very efficient governors, M. de la Barre, 
and the Marquis de Denonville, succeeded; the first served a term of 
three and the latter of four years, and then Frontenac, now in his 
seventieth year, was again sent out. It was on the day of his departure 


